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September 28, 2005

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission Federal Communications Commission
/ Office of the Secretary Office of the Secretary

445 12th Street S.W., Room TW-A306 9300 East Hampten Drive

Washington, DC 20554 Capitol Heights, MD 20743

Ms. Karen Majcher
Vice President of the High Cost

and Low Income Division
Universal Service Administrative Company
2000 L Street N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036 NOCKET BN G ney ORIGINAL

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45
Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers and Non-Rural Carriers
Dear Ms. Dortch and Ms. Majcher:

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states that the following rural
and non-rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications carriers within
its jurisdiction have been certified 1o receive support pursuant to 47 CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, 54.307,
and/or 54.309 and/or part 36, subpart F. The carriers listed below filed requests for certification with
the Commission which support their affirmations that ail federal high-cost support provided to them
will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which
the support is intended, consistent with section 254(e) of the Communications Act.

The Commission has granted certification to the following rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers:

Alliance Communications Cooperative, Inc. (391642)

Armour Independent Telephone Company (391640)

Beresford Municipal Telephone Company (391649)

Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company (391640) (co. no. 0138)

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority (391647)

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, LLC (361123)

City of Brookings Municipal Telephone Department (381650)

City of Faith Municipal Telephone Company (391653)

Consolidated Telcom (381607)

Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. (381611) (co. no. 1681)

Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative (381611) (co. no. 1611)

Farmers Mutual Telephone Company (361389)

Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (391659)

Great Plains Communications, Inc. (371577) so ol Gonias ren'd (‘ 2
Heartland Telecommunications Company of lowa d/b/a Hickory Tech Corp@sgpgmg@ﬁﬂ 6) T
Hills Telephone Company, Inc. (391405}

Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (391654) - -— -




James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company (391664)

Jefferson Teiephone Company (391666)

Kadoka Telephone Company (391667)

Kennebec Telephone Company (391668)

McCook Cooperative Telephone Company (391669)

Midstate Communications, Inc. (391670)

Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company (391660)
Northeast Nebraska Telephone Company (371576)

PrairieWave Community Telephone, Inc. {(391652)

Red River Telecom, Inc. (381631)

Roberts County Telephone Cooperative Association and RC Communications, Inc. (391674)
RT Communications, Inc. (512251)

Santel Communications Cooperative, Inc. (391676)

Sioux Valley Telephone Company (391677)

Splitrock Properties, Inc. (391657)

Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone Company (391679)

Three River Telco (371525)

Tri-County Telcom, Inc. (391682)

Union Telephone Company (391684)

Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc. (391685)
Valley Telephone Company (361495)

Venture Communications Cooperative (391680)

Vivian Telephone Company (391686)

Western Telephone Company (391688)

West River Cooperative Telephone Company (391689)

West River Telecommunications Cooperative (381637) (co. no. 4414)
West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) (391671)

The Commission has granted certification to the following non-rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers:

Black Hills FiberCom, L.L.C. d/b/a PrairieWWave Communications, inc. (competitive ETC) (399006)
Midcontinent Communications (competitive ETC) (399005)

Qwest Corporation (395145)

RCC Minnesota, inc. (399003)

Wireless Alliance, L.L.C. (399004)

WWC License LLC (398002}

Enclosed are the Orders Granting Certification to the above-referenced rural and non-rural incumbent local
exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications carriers. Should you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact us for further information.

Sincerely, .

T . ' , 'y ,
> ﬁw{( Kodoid # zjf% Lnal??
Gary Hanson Robert K. Sahr i Dustin M. Johnson

Chairman Commissioner Commissioner



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

iIN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

ALLIANCE COMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) '
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC05-135
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concemning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certificaticn pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission}
received a filing from Alliance Communications Cooperative, Inc. (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Ragarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

‘cC Docket No. 95-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,

2001.



of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as weli as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Corﬁﬁﬂssion electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter. '

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eiigible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z% day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been sefved today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service /d’
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, ir properly Qusy

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G ARV HﬂN SON. Chairman
i 1

4/ 7)05” W% %ﬁ/

ROBERT K. SAHR, 6bmmissioner -

AN,
| it

DUSTIN M. JOHNSON, Commissionerﬁ%




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING )
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC05-121

)

SUPPORT

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent locai exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/for
54,307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 3, 2005, ihe South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Armour Independent Telephone Company (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

¢C Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Qrder on Recongideration, and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No, 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.




of its federal universai service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as weill as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 4, 2005, the Comiﬁ;i’ésion electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadiline of August 19, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal suppert as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. 1tis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z¢ day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been. served today upon all parties of :
record in this docket, as listed oh the docket service ‘ W
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in prapetly sy _

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G AR‘Y MN SON. Chairman

Rl o

ROBERT K. SAHRPCommissioner

/ 7 — -
-(o#FlcaAL SEAL) QZ Z j! é i Z
| . DUSTIN M. JOHNSORY, Commissioneré%




BEFORE THE: PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING )
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC05-131

)

SUPPORT

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"”), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and sarvices for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Beresford Municipal Telephone Company (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

‘cCc Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Sacond Order on Reconsideration, and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report

and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.




of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facitities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z% day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon ali parties of

record In this docket, as listad on the docket service /@’J (%
list, by facsimile- of by first class mail, in properly _ dacy (-

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G ARY{HEN SON, Chairman

ev%fffé Pott Lt

Date: ROBERT K. SAHR, Cmmissioner

(OFFICIAL SEAL) :
- o DUSTIN M. JOHN%N, Commissioner /4,




BEFORE THE: PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) CERTIFICATION
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION )

REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC05-122
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUFPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54,307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, focal switching
suppont, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 3, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company (Company)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan

o Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsgideration, and Further

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.




for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.8.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated

costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities_and services. An Affidavit
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 4, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadiine of August 19, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this z""’i day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE | BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon ali parties of o
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service {. . 9
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly i d/“-{_,

addressed envelopes, with charges prepajd thereon. G AR‘Y MN SON. Chairman
. 1

ROBERT K. SAHR, Commissioner

o Y o
: 7

DUSTIN M. JOHNSOK, Commissioner, /£

o Al e dh b _
Date; 4’/ / 3/’/&;5" QW




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE- ) CERTIFICATION
AUTHORITY FOR CERTIFICATION ) '

REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC05-141
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers. This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"}, in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
andfor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universai support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 5, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority {Company)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's ptan

oo Docket No. 96-45%, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteen Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Recongideration, and FPurther
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.




for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company-
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated

costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Zﬁ) day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE ! BY ORDER OF. THE COMMISSION:

The und'ersigneci hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upen all parties of
recard in this docket, as listed-on the docket service /dd
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in property ‘ M s |

addressed envelopes, with charges prepald thereon. G AF\;’Y MNSON Chairman

Lra i f

ROBERT K. SAHR,Commissioner .

o g

DUSTIN M. JOHNEON, Commissioner /£

Date: é /j: / ﬂ_g_
/7 _




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION
COMPANY OF WMINNESOTA, LLC FOR )
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TC05-136

)

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54 305, and/or
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 4, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, LLC
(Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal
Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting

loc Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and _Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket Ngo., 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2C001.




Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify
that Company will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is
consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of
its ptan, Company listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well
as its estimated costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services. An Affidavit was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronicélly transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention,

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 27, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter. : -

The Commission has junsdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities ‘and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Q?_g% day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE ~ BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this ;
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly deeq s
addressed enveiopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G A’WNS@ N, Chairman
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ROBERT K. SAHR, Commissioner /£
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF CITY ) ORDER GRANTING
OF BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION
DEPARTMENT FOR CERTIFICATION )

REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC05-116
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universai service support mechanism for rural carriers." This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent |ocal exchange carriers
andfor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andfor
54.307, andfor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 3, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from City of Brookings Municipal Telephone Department (Company)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan

1o Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Fuxrther
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.




for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated

costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 4, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 18, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commlssmn considered
this matter. -

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and -
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, Socuth Dakota, this Zﬁ/ day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service ‘ /dd M
list, by facsimile or by first clazs malk, in properly , arey
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G AFtY MN SON Chairman
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

SUPPORT

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF CITY ) ORDER GRANTING
OF FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING )
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC05-151

)

On May 23, 2001, the Federai Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 8, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from City of Faith Municipal Telephone Company (Company) regarding
its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

loCc Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-2%6, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Recongideration, and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z% day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE _ BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of

record in this docket, as listed- on this docket service
list, by facsimile or by firs class mail, in properly R
addressed envelopes, with charges prepald thereon. - GA NSON Chairman
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ROBERT K. SAHR, @émmissioner
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

CONSOLIDATED TELCOM FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
. FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-148

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 8, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission {Commission)
received a filing from Consolidated Telcom (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

lcC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001,




universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected fo receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification. '

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Cornpany is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 7¢ day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served taday upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimite or by first elass mail, in propetly . daty gt ;

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G AR‘Y MNSO N Chairman

ROBERT K. SAHR, Cbmmissioner
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

DICKEY RURAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-165

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions wili only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certificatior pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. '

On August 30, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. {Company) regarding its Request
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of
this filing was to provide inforration constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

'CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
Notice of Provosed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.




universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.5.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On September 1, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 9, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 27, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254, The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as il states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of faciiities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 2§ mday of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mill, in properly fj . - S

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G AR\/ WSmCh airman
By MM%
Date: (?/r/g?g/&b’:— W %/%

ROBERT K. SAHR, Commissioner .Z#
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE ) CERTIFICATION
FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE )

OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) . TC05-166
SUPPORT ' )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concemning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314,

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 30, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

'CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45, and Report
and Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23,
2001.




of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company wili use alt
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs -

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was _
attached to the Request for Certification.

On Septémber 1, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of September 9, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 27, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states.it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the suppoert is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 22/% day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby cettifies that this
document has been-served today upon ali parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service ‘
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly M"f A

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G A‘IQY );Im S‘ON Chairman
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ROBERT K.-SAHR, Commissioner £
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
'OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

- FARMERS MUTUAL. TELEPHONE COMPANY ) CERTIFICATION
FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE )
OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC05-154
SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annuai certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
‘maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 11, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Farmers Mutual Telephone Company (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use

1¢C Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
and Order, Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration, and Further
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 1J.5.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 18, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 2, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 13, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance; and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _=2/ a:tday of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in propetly

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon, G AW\N SON. Chairman
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